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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) davs will 

be considered timely. 7 v ' 1 
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commu nication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C « 133) 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Togashi 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,772,470). With regard to Claim 1, Togashi discloses a device for 
contacting an electrically operated apparatus, comprising: at least one terminal contact 
on a side of the apparatus, the at least one terminal contact being oriented parallel to an 
installation direction of the apparatus; and a plug (50) including at least one sleeve 
contact (1 1 ), the at least one sleeve contact (1 1 ) and the at least one terminal contact 
being adapted to be assembled together parallel to the installation direction. See 
Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 2, Togashi discloses the at least one sleeve contact (11) 
including two concentric sleeve contacts (1 1 ), the at least one terminal contact including 
two concentric terminal contacts, the two sleeve contacts connecting to the two terminal 
contacts. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 
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With regard to Claim 3, Togashi discloses the sleeve contacts (1 1 ) are each in 
contact with the terminal contacts on an outside circumference when joined together. 
See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 4, Togashi discloses the terminal contacts have two contact 
plates bent into a cylindrical shape and situated on an end of a casing of the apparatus. 
See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 5, Togashi discloses insulation situated between the 
terminal contacts. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 6, Togashi discloses the insulation includes an insulating 
sleeve composed of a plastic. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 
With regard to Claim 7, Togashi discloses a back wall (56) of the plug acts as a further 
insulation which, together with the insulation between the terminal contacts, form two 
contact chambers insulated from one another. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 8, Togashi discloses the at least one sleeve contact (11) 
includes an interior sleeve contact and an exterior sleeve contact, a printed conductor of 
the interior sleeve contact passing through a recess in the exterior sleeve contact. See 
Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 9, Togashi discloses the at least one sleeve contact (11) 
includes a cylindrical segment. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 10, Togashi discloses the at least one sleeve contact (11) 
having polygonal cross section. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 
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With regard to Claim 1 1 , Togashi discloses the at least one sleeve contact (11) 
has a diameter so as to overcome a predetermined contacting force when connected. 
See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 12, Togashi discloses the sleeve contacts (1 1 ) have 
inclined insertion guides. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5. 

With regard to Claim 13, Togashi discloses a plurality of punched grid conductors 
(101) connected to the plug (50). See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5 and 20-22. 

With regard to Claim 14, Togashi discloses a first of the sleeve contacts (1 1 ) and 
a first of the punched grid conductors (101) are a one-piece unit, and a second of the 
sleeve contacts (11) and a second of the punched grid conductors (101) are a one- 
piece unit. See Column 5, Lines 6-13 and Figs. 1-5 and 20-22. 

With regard to Claim 15, Togashi discloses the sleeve contacts (1 1 ) are formed 
by one of bending and folding the punched grid conductors (101). See Column 5, Lines 
6-13 and Figs. 1-5 and 20-22. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tatebe (U.S. Patent No. 5,569,049) and Beioritsky (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,036,540) disclose devices comprising: at least one terminal contact on a side of 
an apparatus, the at least one terminal contact being oriented parallel to an installation 
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direction of the apparatus; and a plug for connecting axially to the at least one terminal 
contact, the plug including at least one sleeve contact. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A. Leon whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6253. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (703) 308-2319. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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